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Dr Lilian Mary Nabulime holds a PhD (Newcastle University 2007) obtained with 
the thesis: “The role of sculptural forms as a communication tool in relation to the 
lives and experiences of women with HIV/AIDS in Uganda”. She is an artist of 
international renown, Senior Lecturer and former Head of the Sculpture Department 
at Margaret Trowell School of Industrial and Fine Arts, Makerere University. 
Nabulime is the recipient of numerous awards: Commonwealth Fellowship Award, 
sponsored by Prof. Cheryl McEwan, Durham University, 2012; Robert Sterling 
Fellowship, Vermont Studio Center, USA 2011; African Stones Talk Sculpture 
Symposium (AST), Kenya, 2011; British Academy International Visiting Fellowship, 
Department of Geography, Durham University and the Developing Areas Research 
Network, Newcastle University, 2009; ROLS UK and Commonwealth Fellowship 
UK, 1997. She has also exhibited her work at solo and group exhibitions in 
numerous countries, including Sweden (2014, 2001), USA (2013, 2011, 2001), 
Kampala, Uganda (2011, 2009) Rome, Italy (2009), London, UK (2009, 2007), 
Denmark (2007), Norway (2006, 2004), Newcastle, UK (2005, 2004). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reception and Artist Talk: Sunday, August 10th, 2014 at 4 pm 

Exhibition period: August 2nd - 31st, 2014 

Opening times 
Monday – Friday 9 am – 5 pm, Saturday 10 am – 4 pm, Sunday on appointment 

For more information please visit: http://makerereartgallery.wordpress.com 



Wood: Artistic Exploration  
An exhibition by  

Dr. Lilian Mary Nabulime  

The presentation of this recent solo 
exhibition by Lilian M. Nabulime is 
special as it shares the physical space 
of the gallery with exhibits in the 
context of the Kampala Art Biennale. 
While Nabulime’s sculptures are 
filling the room space, a selection of 
paintings and prints is displayed on 
the walls. “Wood: Artistic Exploration” 
is an independent exhibition featuring 
as fringe event of the biennial which 
focuses on two-dimensional artworks 
from different African countries. It is 
our hope that this joint presentation 
will visually create communication 
between the different artworks and 
allow for an interesting and joyful 
experience of art. Nabulime’s new 
works are an impressive account of 
her long experience in and passion for 
sculpting wood and the development 
of her artistic practice. In the artist 
statement Lilian M. Nabulime shares 
her artistic approach and philosophy 
in creatively working with found 
wood. 

By Katrin Peters-Klaphake 
 

Lilian M. Nabulime – Artist Statement  

Developing sculptures from roots goes 
back to the early stages of my artistic 
trajectory and has remained an 
important approach in my work. 
Discovering tree roots as material and 
source of inspiration was a great 

experience during my Masters study: 
Sculptural forms inspired from tree 
roots in and around Makerere 
University Campus (1989-1991). 
Working on the roots, discovering 
their unique forms stirred my interest 
to explore this material further to 
derive artistic expression. Each root is 
a distinctive figure growing 
underground developing different 
shapes formed by finding a way 
through the soil and the struggle 
against obstacles. Roots have very 
expressive forms, which can instil one 
with strong emotions. These unique 
formations usually become available 
when heavy rains and winds fell trees 
and expose the roots, as drift wood on 
lakes and rivers, or when trees are 
being cleared for agricultural purposes 
or construction of buildings. Many 
times roots hardly make any sense to 
people without artistic instincts yet 
they portray powerful potential 
sculptural forms. Often they are, 
chopped for firewood or left to rot and 
attacked by insects. Yet these 
individual shapes can be modified and 
preserved as sources of sculptural 
images.  
Naturally some forms of wood have 
artistic beauty that is interesting to 
look at. Their visual elements such as 
line, form, texture, volume, rhythm, 
colour, and voids make them 
remarkable. A number of artists have 
worked on such forms for example: 
François Stahly, David Nash, S. Toya, 
and Ebizuka K. 
Artworks developed from nature are 
fascinating to look at. Their variation, 

perception and interpretation allow for 
a variety of works whose source is the 
same. Harlow has a similar view: 
“Between the world as seen by the 
naked eye and that visible through a 
microscope, there is a territory of 
form, texture, and colour, largely 
unknown to most people. Yet this 
remarkable universe can be explored 
with nothing more than a hand lens or 
pocket magnifier.”  

The sculptor looking at nature focuses 
like a lens and goes further to dig into 
the internal life of an object. Carving 
tree roots takes time, to study them 
critically and develop sculptural forms 
that are suggested by them. When I’m 
working on such forms I observe 
them, meditate, assess their sculptural 
possibilities and make sketches or 
models in clay.  
Exploring and appropriating wood 
materials as sources of artistic 
inspiration into sculptural forms offers 
a wealth of ideas. Thus aspiring artists 
should realize that there is much to 
gain from studying wood materials for 
artistic expressions that contribute to 
visual communication and visual 

interaction of ideas. Studying these 
materials reveals man’s relation to 
nature. It is spiritually enlightening: 
forces of growth and change; creation 
and destruction, life and death. Such 
sculptures from natural forms are 
presented in this exhibition, and 
include Meeting point, which is a 
utility sculpture. The other developed 
sculptures are 3 Women sculptures, 
Screen (ficus tree root), Flight (Root), 
Globe (root stump) and Work in 
progress (tree stump). 
I would like to acknowledge the 
counsel of Mr. Robert Sewanyana, 
Prof. George Kyeyune, Dr. Maria 
Kizito, Mr. Tamale, Emmanuel 
Lwanga, Mr. Magimbi, and the 
support of CEDAT, Anna Kućma, 
Katrin Peters-Klaphake, Hasifah 
Mukyala and Harrison Davis from 
Makerere Art Gallery, and the students 
of MTSIFA who never refuse to lift the 
heavy wood when called upon. Please 
enjoy and have fun with the 
sculptures. 
 


